Australia’s legendary rower James Tomkins will be presented with the Thomas Keller Medal by Denis Oswald,
current FISA President, on Sunday 7 November at 14h10 on the medal ceremony pontoon.
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What is the Thomas Keller Medal?

The Thomas Keller Medal is the highest
distinction in the sport of rowing. It is awarded
to recognise an exceptional international
rowing career as well as exemplary
sportsmanship and legendary aspect.

Thomas Keller (Thomi) born 1924, was
elected President of FISA in 1958, at the age
of 34 and was then the youngest president
of an international sports federation ever. At
that time he was still an active athlete himself,
and he made it his principle always to give
priority to the competitors'interests, an axiom
which has been a guiding principle for his
beloved sport ever since.

Following the 1988 Olympics, Thomi Keller
spontaneously awarded the FISA Medal of
Honour to Peter-Michael Kolbe and Pertti
Karpinnen to commemorate one of the
greatest rivalries in the history of the sport
and recognising their exceptional talent and
sportsmanship. This shaped the idea of the
Thomas Keller Medal which was initiated by
the Keller family following Thomi's passing
in 1989 and first awarded to the great
Norwegian oarsman Alf Hansen in 1990.

Each year, the winner is carefully selected by the
Thomas Keller Medal committee, after a broad
international nomination process, to ensure
that the true values which Thomi so strongly
believed in are represented in this award.




